
Labour Policy Review 

Post-2015 Development Framework 

Labour has begun its policy review process on the post-2015 development framework with a series 

of roundtable discussions which brought together individuals from the NGO, academic and business 

communities to share their perspectives on the formulation of a new agenda. This is the first phase 

of our consultation process. We will be announcing details of further stages in the new year.  

Analysis of the Existing MDG Framework 

In the first of the series, Shadow Secretary of State Ivan Lewis MP and Baroness Glenys Kinnock co-

chaired a meeting on an Analysis of the Existing MDG Framework. Original MDG architect Richard 

Manning and policy experts from the international development community considered the 

achievements of the existing MDGs and the factors that have limited progress. The group 

emphasised the value of the MDGs in being simplistic and easy to understand, as well as galvanising 

international attention and securing resources for development. However, they also acknowledged 

the top-down process which weakened country ownership of the goals as well as the various 

dimensions of development that were insufficiently addressed (including the environment, 

governance and inequality). Learning from this process, the group acknowledge that the post-2015 

framework must be informed by an inclusive process, address data quality and availability, and focus 

on enablers of poverty reduction.  

Opening the meeting, Ivan emphasised Labour's key pillars that should feature in any post-2015 

agreement, including tackling issues of inequality and social justice, addressing the debate on 

responsible capitalism, protecting human rights and encouraging good governance. He also noted 

the importance of galvanising public pressure and belief that change is possible, saying: “We should 

aim high, but have to be realistic as well. We have to find way to bring together public campaigning 

and enthusiasm with political leadership to create a coalition for change.”  

Questions to consider 

 What are the strengths and weaknesses of the MDG framework? 

 What are the lessons learned from the adoption of the International Development Targets 
and the Millennium Development Goals? 

 Targets: was the MDG ‘target-based’ approach a success? Should it be retained? How should 
progress be measured? 

 Timescale: what period should the new framework cover? Was the 15-year timescale for the 
MDGs right? 

 What continuity should there be with the MDGs, and  how should the unfulfilled MDGs be 
taken forward 

 What is the purpose of a new global agreement? 
 

Inequality 

The second of our post-2015 roundtables focused on Inequality, how it is affecting what poverty 

looks like around the world and how we might be able to integrate it into any new development 

framework. The meeting was opened with remarks from Professor Allister Macgregor and Claire 



Melamed, Head of the Growth, Poverty and Inequality programme at ODI. The discussion looked at 

the different aspects and approaches to addressing inequality, particularly the impacts of 

intersecting inequalities. The roundtable helped us to think about how we define inequality and 

what our goals are for a new framework. We were also reminded that good data is needed to be 

able to identify and address specific issues and the language we use to formulate a new framework 

is important to inspiring and enthusing people. The roundtable was co-chaired by Ivan Lewis MP and 

Baroness Glenys Kinnock and attended by representative from the international development 

community including trade unions, think-tanks and NGOs. 

Questions to consider 

 What is the new geography of poverty and what does it mean for the post-2015 framework? 

 What are new types of poverty/inequality and what does it mean for the post-2015 
framework? 

 Where has progress towards addressing inequality worked and where hasn’t it worked? 
What conditions are needed to address inequality? 

 The coverage of future goals: should they be for developing countries only or should 
progress be monitored in all countries? 

 The process: who decides on what is included in any new framework and how do we make 
sure that the voices of the poorest and hardest to reach are heard? 

 

Responsible Capitalism 

The Responsible Capitalism roundtable focused on the role of the private sector in international 

development. The meeting was chaired by Ivan Lewis and included opening remarks from Jonathan 

Tench, Global Advocacy Manager at Unilever. The group considered the different roles and 

advantages offered by government vs. the private sector; identified existing good business 

behaviour and considered how to scale best practice; and emphasised important mechanisms 

(including tax and transparency) that build domestic resources in developing countries. A key 

question that arose was how to incentivise companies to behave responsibly in developing countries 

and highlight that ethics and profit are not mutually exclusive. Concluding the meeting, Ivan said: 

“any new development framework that doesn’t have responsible capitalism at its heart would be a 

mistake. We won’t achieve many of our development objectives without vibrant role of private sector 

and we need to consider what that means going forward.”  

Questions to consider 

 What is the role of the private sector vs. government in terms of development and a new  
framework? 

 What is the role of new actors such as emerging economies and private foundations? 

 What role do local small businesses have to play – not just international big business?  

 What is our core question / goal: What will Britain expect of companies in developing 
countries? Are we trying to address impact in value chain, change core business behaviour in 
global companies or make proposals on how businesses, civil society and regulatory 
frameworks work together? 

 What initiatives already exist and how do we build on rather than replicate existing industry 
effort? 



 What will the balance be between overseas aid, domestic resources, foreign direct 
investment?   

 How do you ensure pro-poor investment?   

 How do you increase domestic resources to fund a new framework? 
 

Sustainable Development 

The pivotal role played by the private sector was also addressed during the Sustainable 

Development roundtable, chaired by Ivan Lewis and attended by Rushanara Ali MP. Dr. Adrian Ely 

(Head of Impact and Engagement for the STEPS Centre) and Andrew Scott (Research Fellow on 

Climate Change, Environment and Forests at ODI) led the discussion by considering how 

environmental challenges and poverty reduction can be addressed in an integrated way. The group, 

attended by leading sustainable development minds and corporate responsibility gurus, raised the 

importance of acknowledging planetary boundaries, developing a visionary outcome and 

incentivising the private sector as leaders of innovation. They also highlighted the universality of a 

new development framework which would require leadership via action on sustainable consumption 

at home and abroad. As Ivan emphasised: “If we are going to advocate a global framework, we have 

to be prepared to demonstrate what this means for the UK, otherwise we lack credibility.” 

Questions to consider 

 How do you address environmental challenges and poverty reduction in an integrated way? 

 What is green growth and is it sustainable? 

 What does a high ambition outcome on post-2015 look like on sustainability & equity? 

  Where are the government champions? How can opposition be overcome?  

 How can get leadership from the UK and developed countries for global goals requiring 
action on sustainable consumption at home (rather than post-2015 just being about aid to 
the poorest countries)? 

 


